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PHIL 2330 
 

MODERN PHILOSOPHY 
 
 
COURSE INFORMATION 
 
Class Meetings: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday (9:15-10:20); 161 Ryder Hall 
 
Instructor: Getty L. Lustila, Department of Philosophy and Religion 
        Ph.D., Boston University, 2019 
        gettylustila@gmail.com 
        https://gettylustila.com/ 
 
Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday (3:00-4:00) 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Scholars use the term Modern Philosophy to refer to the period of philosophical development during 
the 17th and 18th centuries. This period was one of great upheaval in the sciences, morals, and politics. 
We will touch on each throughout the course. There are two crisis that will frame our discussions: one 
of which occurred in the sciences and the other that happened in the realm of morals and politics. 
 

With transcontinental travel and trade and the increase of cross-cultural exchange, people were forced 
to face that their deepest held beliefs about value, morality, and political organization were not shared 
by others, which lead to increased skepticism, cynicism, and alienation. In the sciences it became clear 
that the older, Aristotelian physics and biology, which placed human beings at the center of existence 
was simply untenable. The world was a machine and humans just so happened to be more complicated 
that many of their fellow components. This realization exacerbated the aforementioned alienation.  
 

Modern Philosophy is an attempt to confront these two crises. In this course we will be reading works 
by René Descartes, Margaret Cavendish, Anton Amo, John Locke, David Hume, Sor Juana, Jean-
Jacques Rousseau, Sophie de Grouchy, and a few others. A few questions we will tackle are: “Do we 
have a ‘Self’?”, “What sort of emotional dispositions should we cultivate?”, “How can we be happy?” 
“Is there a place for illusion in a well-balanced life?” “Can we ameliorate the injustices of the past?” 
Each of these questions we will consider are very live issues in philosophy, political science, cognitive 
psychology, neuroscience, theology, gender and race studies. This is simply the beginning.  
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 
The primary objectives of the course are to  
 

• Give you familiarity with one of the most important periods in philosophical history. 
 

• Refine your ability to carefully read and analyze texts. 
 



• Develop your skills as a writer – learning to produce clear, coherent prose and craft well-
structured arguments. 

 

• Develop your skills as a communicator – learning to receive feedback on your ideas and 
writing from your peers and to give helpful feedback to others. 

 

• Spark your natural curiosity for philosophical ideas and questions. 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS 

 

• All readings are available on Canvas  

 

ASSIGNMENTS 
 

 
1. Papers (2) – 40% of your final grade 

 

• Instructions for each paper on canvas. 
• Each paper will be 1000 words. 
• You will be assessed primarily on the structure and clarity of your paper. You will be 

assessed secondarily on how well you have engaged with the source material. Before 
finalizing your paper ask yourself: “have I answered the question(s) in the prompt?”, “does 
my paper exhibit a clear, line of thought?”, “do I make proper use of paragraph structure 
to advance this line of thought?”, “have I read my paper aloud to see whether it flows?”, 
“do I accurately characterize the views conveyed in the source material?”, and “does my 
discussion of this material show that I have engaged with it?” 

 

2. Personal Reflections (3) – 45% of your final grade 
 

• Instructions for each reflection on canvas. 
• Each reflection will be 750 words. 
• You will be assessed primarily on completion. You will be assessed secondarily on the 

structure and clarity of your reflection. Before finalizing your reflection ask yourself: “have 
I answered the question(s) in the prompt?”, “does my reflection exhibit a clear, line of 
thought?”, “do I make proper use of paragraph structure to advance this line of thought?”, 
and “have I read my reflection aloud to see whether it flows?” 

 

3. Participation – 15% of your final grade	
	

How does one participate? There’s the normal way of course – asking questions in class, 
engaging with others productively when in groups, bringing to class any requested materials 
(e.g. if we have a workshop day, you will be expected to bring a complete rough draft of your 
essay or reflection to class). Philosophy works best with your participation since the aim is not 
for me to deliver content to you (though I will assist you in helping to understand the readings) 
but to engage with you in conversation about the topics of the readings. 	

	



Your participation grade will be mostly determined by the discussion board. The 
expectation is that you post 4x a week on the discussion board. Each week has a discussion 
post associated with it. In this post, you will find the reading questions for that particular week 
posted at the top. You are not expected to complete these questions - the questions are 
there to a) help guide your reading and to b) test your comprehension of the material. If you 
find that after reading the text, browsing the board, and coming to class that you still cannot 
answer these questions this is a good sign you should reach out to me (you can reach out 
to me anytime during this process - I'm noting that the questions can be useful for self-testing). 	

	
I open posts one week in advance (for example, on the first day of class, both Week 1 and 
Week 2 will be open) and close them on Saturday at midnight. So, to count for credit, your 
posts must be completed before that time. An original post or a reply to one of your 
classmates, equally count for one of your weekly posts. This is an opportunity for you to engage 
and get to know one another outside class. Since there is not always the space for community-
building in class: treat the board as an extension of the work we do in class. 	

 

4. Attendance – 5% of your final grade	
You are allowed two unexcused absences ("unexcused" is defined as you not having emailed 
me prior to the start of class - exceptions to this rule are made in the case of emergencies). 
For every unexcused absence after this second you sacrifice 1/4 of your attendance grade. When 
it comes to having to miss class for any reason (job interview, work conflict, or even feeling 
bogged down) just shoot me an email before class and all is good. Communication is key: 
it's important for me to know where you're all at so I can know how to best help you learn. 

 
Grade Scale 

• A  93-100 
• A- 90-92 
• B+ 88-89 
• B  83-87 
• B-     80-82 
• C+ 78-79 
• C  73-77 
• C- 70-72 
• D+ 68-69 
• D  63-67 
• D- 60-62 
• F  0-59   

 

EXPECTATIONS  

What you can expect from me: 

• I will upload any course readings at least a week prior to when they will be covered in 
class – you can expect the same when it comes to the reflection and essay topics.  

 



• I will grade any and all assignments within 10 days of them being turned in. 
 

• I will respond to any and all emails within 48 hours.  
 

• I will hold office hours as scheduled. If you are unable to attend office hours, you are 
more than welcome (even encouraged) to set up another time for us to meet. 

 
• I will shift the class schedule as deemed necessary for your learning. If we need extra time 

on a topic or you’re collectively interested in pursuing a topic further, I will make any 
necessary changes to the schedule. These changes will be communicated via email. 

 
 

• I will begin each class by writing down 2-3 questions on the board to help frame our 
discussions. These questions will be circulated in advance (at the end of the prior 
class) so that you can keep them in mind when you’re completing the reading. 

 

• I will engage with you – in writing and in person – in a thoughtful manner. As I see 
it, this thoughtfulness has two components. I will be respectful of your ideas, and also 
dedicated to your improvement as a thinker and writer. At times, this dedication will 
require me to be critical in my feedback, which is I sign that I take you seriously.  

 

• I will be understanding and empathetic regarding any challenges that you face, either 
in this class or in your personal lives (to the extent that they bear on your ability to turn 
work in on time, keep focus, maintain motivation, etc.).  

What I can expect from you: 

• You will attend each class, or notify me of your absence prior to class 
 

• You will attend class having read and being prepared to discuss the material for that 
day. My advice is that you a) complete the reading twice and b) make a note of 2-3 
questions and 2-3 comments you have. This exercise will cement your understanding 
of the material and give you a sense of which points you found interesting and/or 
confusing. Points of interest and/or confusion are the perfect material for discussion. 

 

• You will complete your work on time or notify me of your inability to do so.  
 
• You will engage with me and your classmates in a thoughtful manner. Show the same 

dedication to others (and to yourself) that I do to you. For this semester, for three hours 
a week, you and your classmates are on a bit of a journey. The journey will not always 
be easy, and we will all meet obstacles along the way. Lift each other up.  

 
• You will not give up on yourself. At times, the readings and the assignments will be 

difficult. If you feel like you are slipping or things have stopped making sense, reach out. 
There is nothing honorable about suffering in silence. I am here to help with anything 
you may require along your journey, but you must always keep pushing.   

 
• You will stay curious and work to improve. We have a lot to learn from each other 

If you work to maintain your sense of curiosity and desire to improve throughout the 
course, you will come out of this experience as a better writer and a clearer thinker.  



CLASS SCHEDULE 
 

 

Week 1: Crisis in Morals 

1/20 – Introduction 

1/21 – Michel de Montaigne, “Of Cannibals”   

Week 2: Crisis in the Sciences  

1/25 – Galileo Galilei, The Assayer, selections 
 
 

1/27 – Descartes, Discourse on Method, Parts 1-2 
 

1/28 – Descartes, “First Meditation”  
 

Week 3: Mind and Nature  

2/1 – Descartes, “Second Meditation”   

2/3 – Descartes and Princess Elisabeth of Bohemia, Correspondence, selections 

2/4 – Anton Wilhelm Amo, On The Apathy of the Human Mind    
 Reflection 1 Due: 2/7     

Week 4: Thinking Matter? 

2/8 – Margaret Cavendish, Philosophical Letters, Preface, I.1, I.30, 1.42 

2/10 – Cavendish, Selected Poetry 

2/11 – Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz, “First Dream”     

Week 5: Personal Identity 

2/15 – No class  

2/17 – John Locke, “Of Identity and Diversity”  

2/18 – David Hume, “Of Personal Identity,” and “Appendix” 
  

Week 6: Self-Knowledge  

2/22 – Madeleine de Scudéry, “Of the Knowledge of Others and of Ourselves” 
 

2/24 – Joseph Butler, “Upon Self-Deceit”; “Upon the Character of Balaam”   

2/25 –  Continued discussion of Scudéry and Butler     
 Essay 1 Due: 2/7        

 



Week 7: Happiness  

3/1 – Descartes and Princess Elisabeth, Correspondence, selections 

3/3 – Émilie du Châtelet, “Discourse on Happiness” 
 
3/4 – Hume, “The Sceptic” 

Week 8: Life in Community  

3/8 – Étienne de La Boétie, “On Voluntary Servitude”  

3/10 – Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Second Discourse  

3/11 – Continued discussion of Rousseau’s Second Discourse  

Week 9: Inequality 

3/15 – Abbé Sieyès, Marquis de Lafayette, “Declaration of the Rights of Man” 

 Olympe de Gouges, “Declaration of the Rights of Women” 

3/17 – Mary Wollstonecraft, A Vindication of the Rights of Women, selections 

3/18 – Continued discussion of Wollstonecraft’s A Vindication    
 Reflection 2 Due: 3/21      

Week 10: Inhumanity 

3/22 – Baron de Vasty, The Colonial System Unveiled, selections 

3/24 – Continued discussion of Vasty’s Colonial System   

3/25 – Francisco de Vitoria “On the American Indians” 

Juan Ginés De Sepulveda, “Democrates Alter”  

Week 11: Civilization 

3/29 – Charles-Louis de Secondat Montesquieu, Persian Letters, selections  

3/31 – Continued discussion of Montesquieu’s Persian Letters 

4/1 –   Continued discussion of Montesquieu’s Persian Letters    
 Essay 2 Due: 4/4      

Week 12: Moral Growth  

4/5 – Sophie de Grouchy, Letters on Sympathy, “Letter I-II” 

4/7 – Grouchy, “Letter V-VI” 

4/8 – Grouchy, “Letter VII-VIII”  



   

Week 13: A Better Tomorrow?  

4/12 – Marquis de Condorcet, Sketch for a Historical Picture of the Progress of the Human Mind,
 “Tenth Epoch: The Future Progress of Humanity” 

4/14 – Continued discussion of Condorcet’s Sketch 

4/15 – Condorcet, “Advice to His Daughter”    

Week 14: Journey’s End  

4/19 – No Class  

4/21 – Final Discussion          
 Reflection 3 Due: 4/25 



  

INDIGENOUS PHILOSOPHY 
Sample Syllabus for a Prospective Course 

 
 
COURSE INFORMATION 
 
Class Meetings: TBA 
 
Instructor: Getty L. Lustila, Department of Philosophy and Religion 
        Ph.D., Boston University, 2019 
        gettylustila@gmail.com 
        https://gettylustila.com/ 
 

 
Office Hours: TBA 
 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
We are often told that the discipline of philosophy began in Ancient Greece, sometime around the 6th 
century BCE. In the past couple of decades there has been increased attention paid to philosophical 
traditions in Africa, China, India, and beyond. With this attention we have come to develop a deeper 
appreciation of the diversity and richness of human thought, as it relates to questions about the nature 
of reality, the scope and limits of our knowledge, and what we owe to each other, and the world. Even 
with this progress one tradition has remains largely untapped in the academy: indigenous philosophy.  
 
In this course we will explore the indigenous philosophical tradition, considering the writings and oral 
teachings of spiritual leaders, philosophers, social scientists, and artists from the Anishinaabe, Ojibwe, 
Lakota, Shawnee, Sioux, Cherokee, Apache, and Choctaw tribes (the latter of which is my own tribe). 
Among other topics we will discuss storytelling as a method of philosophy, the way that we “create” 
the world alongside others, our connection to the land, the centrality of locality and beauty in ethical 
thinking, and the importance of hope. Through this journey we will come to face our own humanity 
(and inhumanity) and consider what it means to be indigenous in an interconnected world.  
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 
The primary objectives of the course are to:  
 

• Give you familiarity with one of the most important traditions in philosophical history. 
 

• Refine your ability to carefully read and analyze texts. 
 

• Develop your skills as a writer – learning to produce clear, coherent prose and craft well-
structured arguments. 

 

• Develop your skills as a communicator – learning to receive feedback on your ideas and 
writing from your peers and to give helpful feedback to others. 

 

• Spark your natural curiosity for philosophical ideas and questions. 



  

 
REQUIRED TEXTS 

 

• All readings are available on Canvas  

 

 

ASSIGNMENTS 
 

1. 2 essays (see schedule below for due dates). – 40% of your final grade. 
 

 

• These essays will be argumentative: you will receive a question related to the particular 
subtopic. Using what you’ve learned from the readings on this topic, our discussions, 
and your reflection assignments, you will develop and defend an argument. 

 

 

 

2. 3 reflections see schedule below for due dates – 45% of your final grade. 
 

 

• These reflections will be interpretive: you will receive a question related to a certain part 
of one reading. 

 

• The aim of these reflections is to serve as scaffolding for your essays. Before we can 
construct well-informed arguments, it’s important to be acquainted with what others 
have said about the topic. By writing these reflections, you will develop the necessary 
skills to write essays that represent your considered thoughts on a topic.  

 

• Each of these reflections will be 750 words.  
 

3. Participation – 10% of your final grade  
 

• How does one participate? There’s the normal way of course – asking questions in class, 
engage with others productively when in groups, bring to class any requested materials 
(e.g. if we have a workshop day, you will be expected to bring a complete rough draft 
of your essay or reflection to class). Philosophy, unlike other disciplines like chemistry 
or biology, flourish with your participation. The aim is not for me to deliver content to 
you but to engage with you in conversation about the topics of the readings.  

 
• That said, your participation grade will be mostly determined by the discussion 

board. The expectation is that you post 4x a week on the discussion board. Each week 
has a discussion post associated with it and you will also find the reading questions for 
that week posted at the top. You are not expected to complete these questions – 
the questions are there to a) help guide your reading and to b) test your 
comprehension. If you find that after reading the text, browsing the board, and coming 
to class that you cannot answer these questions this is a sign you should reach out.  
 
 

4. Attendance – 5% of your final grade 
 

 

• You are allowed two unexcused absences ("unexcused" is defined as you not having 
emailed me prior to the start of class - exceptions to this rule are made in the case of 



  

emergencies). For every unexcused absence after this second you you will lose 1% of your 
final grade; if you miss a fifth time, you will lose 2% of your grade; if you miss a sixth 
time, you will lose 3% of your grade, etc. The maximum you can lose on the basis of 
your attendance is 5%. That said, if you were to miss 8 days of class it would also have 
an impact on your participation grade. 

 
Grade Scale 

• A  93-100 
• A- 90-92 
• B+ 88-89 
• B  83-87 
• B-     80-82 
• C+ 78-79 
• C  73-77 
• C- 70-72 
• D+ 68-69 
• D  63-67 
• D- 60-62 
• F  0-59   

 

EXPECTATIONS  

What you can expect from me: 

• I will upload any course readings at least a week prior to when they will be covered in 
class – you can expect the same when it comes to the reflection and essay topics.  

 

• I will grade any and all assignments within 10 days of them being turned in. 
 

• I will respond to any and all emails within 48 hours.  
 

• I will hold office hours as scheduled. If you are unable to attend office hours, you are 
more than welcome (even encouraged) to set up another time for us to meet. 

 
• I will shift the class schedule as deemed necessary for your learning. If we need extra time 

on a topic or you’re collectively interested in pursuing a topic further, I will make any 
necessary changes to the schedule. These changes will be communicated via email. 

 
 

• I will begin each class by writing down 2-3 questions on the board to help frame our 
discussions. These questions will be circulated in advance (at the end of the prior 
class) so that you can keep them in mind when you’re completing the reading. 

 

• I will engage with you – in writing and in person – in a thoughtful manner. As I see 
it, this thoughtfulness has two components. I will be respectful of your ideas, and also 
dedicated to your improvement as a thinker and writer. At times, this dedication will 
require me to be critical in my feedback, which is I sign that I take you seriously.  

 

• I will be understanding and empathetic regarding any challenges that you face, either 



  

in this class or in your personal lives (to the extent that they bear on your ability to turn 
work in on time, keep focus, maintain motivation, etc.).  

 

What I can expect from you: 

• You will attend each class, or notify me of your absence prior to class 
 

• You will attend class having read and being prepared to discuss the material for that 
day. My advice is that you a) complete the reading twice and b) make a note of 2-3 
questions and 2-3 comments you have. This exercise will cement your understanding 
of the material and give you a sense of which points you found interesting and/or 
confusing. Points of interest and/or confusion are the perfect material for discussion. 

 

• You will complete your work on time or notify me of your inability to do so.  
 
• You will engage with me and your classmates in a thoughtful manner. Show the same 

dedication to others (and to yourself) that I do to you. For this semester, for three hours 
a week, you and your classmates are on a bit of a journey. The journey will not always 
be easy, and we will all meet obstacles along the way. Lift each other up.  

 
• You will not give up on yourself. At times, the readings and the assignments will be 

difficult. If you feel like you are slipping or things have stopped making sense, reach out. 
There is nothing honorable about suffering in silence. I am here to help with anything 
you may require along your journey, but you must always keep pushing.   

 
• You will stay curious and work to improve. We have a lot to learn from each other 

and from the material that we will be discussing throughout the class. If you work to 
maintain your sense of curiosity and desire to improve throughout the course, you will 
come out of this experience as a better writer and a clearer thinker.  

 

CLASS SCHEDULE 
 

 

Week 1: Indigenous Context 

1/20 – Introduction 

1/21 – Anton Treuer, Everything You Wanted to Know About Indians…, Introduction, Ch. 1-2  
 

Week 2: Indigenous Context (cont.)  

1/25 – National Congress of American Indians, Tribal Nations & the United States 

1/27 – Treuer, Everything You Wanted to Know…, Ch. 6-7 

1/28 – Roxane Dunbar-Ortiz, An Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States, Introduction, 

  Ch. 1    
 

Week 3: Storytelling and Philosophical Method 



  

2/1 – Lawrence Gross, Anishinaabe Ways of Knowing and Being, Ch. 5-7 

2/3 – Anton Treuer, Living Our Language: Ojibwe Tales & Oral Histories (selections) 

2/4 – Treuer, Living Our Language (selections, cont.)      

 Reflection 1 Due: 2/7     
 

Week 4: Time and Place in Native Thinking  

2/8 – Dennis McPherson and J. Douglas Rabb, “Native American Ontology and 

 Transformative Philosophy”      

2/10 – McPherson and Rabb, “Native American Ontology” (cont.)  

2/11 – Thomas M. Norton-Smith, The Dance of Person and Place, Ch. 7   
 

Week 5: The Creative Act of Worldmaking 

2/15 – No class  

2/17 – Norton-Smith, The Dance…, Ch. 5 

2/18 –  Norton-Smith, The Dance…, Ch. 6 
  

Week 6: Native Identity in the 19th century        

 2/22 – Luther Standing Bear, Land of the Spotted Eagle, Ch. 8-9 

2/24 –  Black Elk, Black Elk Speaks, Ch. 3 

2/25 –  Black Elk, Black Elk Speaks, Ch. 20-25          

Essay 1 Due: 2/7        
 

Week 7: Native Identity in the 20th century 

3/1 – Vine Deloria Jr., We Talk, You Listen, Ch. 7   

3/3 – Deloria Jr., We Talk, You Listen, Ch. 8-9 

3/4 – Deloria Jr., We Talk, You Listen, Ch. 10 
 

Week 8: Native Identity in the 21st century 

3/8 – Winona LaDuke, Recovering the Sacred, Ch. 1-2 

3/10 – LaDuke, Recovering the Sacred, Ch. 4 

3/11 – LaDuke, Recovering the Sacred, Ch. 4 
 

Week 9: Our Relationship to the Land 

3/15 – “Healing The Land IS Healing Ourselves.” All My Relations Podcast   

https://www.allmyrelationspodcast.com/podcast /episode/4bb3fff4/healing-the-

land-is-healingourselves   



  

3/17 – Sandra Styres, Pathways for Remembering and Recognizing …, Ch. 2-3 

3/18 – Styres, Pathways for Remembering and Recognizing, Ch. 4     

  Reflection 2 Due: 3/21      
 

Week 10: The Importance of Water 

3/22 – Dina Gilio-Whitaker, As Long as the Grass Grows, Ch. 5  

3/24 – Elizabeth Hoover, “Fires Were Lit Inside Them: The Pyropolitics of Water Protector 

   Camps at Standing Rock” 

3/25 – Amanda McConnell, “Water: The Ocean Flowing Through Our Veins” 

  Ofelia Zepeda, “The Poetry of Water”   
 

Week 11: Indigenous Ethical Theory: Locality 

3/29 – Brian Burkhart, Indigenizing Philosophy Through Land, Ch. 4 

3/31 – Burkhart, Indigenizing Philosophy…, Ch. 5 

4/1 –   Burkhart, Indigenizing Philosophy Through Land, Ch. 5 (cont.)    

  Essay 2 Due: 4/4  
 

Week 12: Indigenous Ethical Theory: Beauty  

4/5 – V.F. Cordova, “Ethics: The We and the I”; “Ethics: From an Artist’s Point of View”  

4/7 – Cordova, “What is the Role of a Human in the World?”  

4/8 – Cordova, “What is the Role…?” (cont.)  
 
 
 
 

Week 13: Why We Must Hope  

4/12 – Jonathan Lear, Radical Hope, Ch. 1 

4/14 – Lear, Radical Hope, Ch. 2 

4/15 – Lear, Radical Hope, Ch. 2 (cont.)      
 

Week 14: Ending Our Journey 

4/19 – Lear, Radical Hope, Ch. 3 

4/21 – Final Discussion          
 Reflection 3 Due: 4/25 



 

PHIL 1180 
ENVIRONMENTAL PHILOSOPHY 

COURSE INFORMATION 

Class Meetings: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday (4:35-5:40); Forsyth Building 202 

Instructor: Getty L. Lustila, Department of Philosophy and Religion 
Ph.D., Boston University, 2019 
gettylustila@gmail.com 
https://gettylustila.com/  

Office Hours: Monday, Thursday (11:00-12:00); 420S Renaissance Park (Humanities Center) 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

What do we owe to the flora and fauna of the world? Do we have an obligation to preserve and protect 
the integrity of wilderness? Is our growing population a threat to the environment or is the greater 
problem our practices of consumption? What can be done about climate change within the scope of 
our scientific knowledge, technological capabilities, well-considered moral principles, and democratic 
institutions? How has our way of interacting with nature exacerbated inequality and what can we learn 
from indigenous communities, who have traditionally enjoyed a closer relationship with nature? We 
will consider these questions and more in this course. At the end of the 14 weeks, you will walk away 
with a deeper appreciation of our duties to nature and how we can go about better fulfilling them.  

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

The primary objectives of the course are to 

• Refine your ability to carefully read and analyze texts.
• Develop your skills as a writer – learning to produce clear, coherent prose and craft well-

structured arguments.
• Develop your skills as a communicator – learning to receive feedback on your ideas and

writing from your peers and to give helpful feedback to others.
• Spark your natural curiosity for philosophical ideas and questions.

REQUIRED TEXTS 

• Gregory Bassham, Environmental Ethics: The Central Issues (Hackett, 2020)	
• All other texts will be provided via Canvas	



ASSIGNMENTS 

1. Papers (2) – 30% of your final grade

• Instructions for each paper on canvas.
• Each paper will be 1000 words.
• You will be assessed primarily on the structure and clarity of your paper. You will be

assessed secondarily on how well you have engaged with the source material. Before
finalizing your paper ask yourself: “have I answered the question(s) in the prompt?”, “does
my paper exhibit a clear, line of thought?”, “do I make proper use of paragraph structure
to advance this line of thought?”, “have I read my paper aloud to see whether it flows?”,
“do I accurately characterize the views conveyed in the source material?”, and “does my
discussion of this material show that I have engaged with it?”

2. Personal Reflections (5) – 50% of your final grade

• Instructions for each reflection on canvas.
• Each reflection will be 750 words.
• You will be assessed primarily on completion. You will be assessed secondarily on the

structure and clarity of your reflection. Before finalizing your reflection ask yourself: “have
I answered the question(s) in the prompt?”, “does my reflection exhibit a clear, line of
thought?”, “do I make proper use of paragraph structure to advance this line of thought?”,
and “have I read my reflection aloud to see whether it flows?”

3. Participation – 15% of your final grade	

How does one participate? There’s the normal way of course – asking questions in class,
engaging with others productively when in groups, bringing to class any requested materials
(e.g. if we have a workshop day, you will be expected to bring a complete rough draft of your
essay or reflection to class). Philosophy works best with your participation since the aim is not
for me to deliver content to you (though I will assist you in helping to understand the readings)
but to engage with you in conversation about the topics of the readings.

Your participation grade will be mostly determined by the discussion board. The
expectation is that you post 4x a week on the discussion board. Each week has a discussion
post associated with it. In this post, you will find the reading questions for that week posted
at the top. You are not expected to complete these questions - the questions are there to
a) help guide your reading and to b) test your comprehension of the material. If you find that
after reading the text, browsing the board, and coming to class that you still cannot answer
these questions this is a good sign you should reach out to me (you can reach out to me
anytime during this process - I'm noting that the questions can be useful for self-testing).



 

I open posts one week in advance (for example, on the first day of class, both Week 1 and 
Week 2 will be open) and close them on Saturday at midnight. So, to count for credit, your 
posts must be completed before that time. An original post or a reply to one of your 
classmates, equally count for one of your weekly posts. This is an opportunity for you to engage 
and get to know one another outside class. Since there is not always the space for community-
building in class: treat the board as an extension of the work we do in class. 

No posts are due on Week 1 or Week 12: there are still reading questions for Week 1 so 
make sure to look there and feel free to engage with one another - it just isn't expected. 

4. Attendance – 5% of your final grade	

You are allowed two unexcused absences ("unexcused" is defined as you not having emailed
me prior to the start of class - exceptions to this rule are made in the case of emergencies).
For every unexcused absence after this second you sacrifice 1/4 of your attendance grade. When
it comes to having to miss class for any reason (job interview, work conflict, or even feeling
bogged down) just shoot me an email before class and all is good. Communication is key:
it's important for me to know where you're all at so I can know how to best help you learn.

Grade Scale 

• A (93-100)	
• A- (90-92)	
• B+ (87-89)	
• B (83-86)	
• B- (80-82)	
• C+ (77-79)	
• C (76-73)	
• C- (72-70)	
• D+  (69-67)	
• D (66-63)	
• D- (62-60)	
• F (59-below)	

EXPECTATIONS 

What you can expect from me: 

• I will grade any and all assignments within 10 days of them being turned in.
• I will respond to any and all emails within 48 hours.
• I will hold office hours as scheduled. If you are unable to attend office hours, you are more

than welcome (even encouraged) to set up another time for us to meet.



 

• I will shift the class schedule as deemed necessary for your learning. If we need extra time on a
topic or you’re collectively interested in pursuing a topic further, I will make any necessary
changes to the schedule. These changes will be communicated via email.

• I will engage with you – in writing and in person – in a thoughtful manner. As I see it, this
thoughtfulness has two components. I will be respectful of your ideas, and also dedicated to
your improvement as a thinker and writer. At times, this dedication will require me to be
critical in my feedback, which is a sign that I take you seriously.

• I will be understanding and empathetic regarding any challenges that you face, either in
this class or in your personal lives (to the extent that they bear on your ability to turn work in
on time, keep focus, maintain motivation, etc.).

What I can expect from you: 

• You will attend each class, or notify me of your absence prior to class
• You will attend class having read and being prepared to discuss the material for that day. My

advice is that you a) complete the reading twice and b) make a note of 2-3 questions and 2-3
comments you have. This exercise will cement your understanding of the material and give
you a sense of which points you found interesting and/or confusing. Points of interest and/or
confusion are the perfect material for discussion.

• You will complete your work on time or notify me of your inability to do so.
• You will engage with me and your classmates in a thoughtful manner. Show the same

dedication to others (and to yourself) that I do to you. For this semester, for three hours a
week, you and your classmates are on a journey. The journey will not always be easy, and we
will all meet obstacles along the way. Lift each other up.

• You will not give up on yourself. At times, the readings and the assignments will be difficult.
If you feel like you are slipping or things have stopped making sense, reach out. There is nothing
honorable about suffering in silence. I am here to help with anything you may require along
your journey, but you must always keep pushing.

• You will stay curious and work to improve. We have a lot to learn from each other and from
the material that we will be discussing throughout the class. If you work to maintain your sense
of curiosity and desire to improve throughout the course, you will come out of this experience
as a better writer and a clearer thinker.

CLASS SCHEDULE 

Week 1: What is Nature? 

9/8 – Introduction 

9/9 – Holmes Rolston III, “The Anthropocene! Beyond the Natural?” 



 

Week 2: What Matters, pt. 1: Conscious Beings	

9/13 – Lori Gruen, “Conscious Animals and the Value of Experience” 

9/15 – Gregory Bassham, Environmental Ethics, Ch. 3, “Animal Rights”  

9/16 – Lori Gruen, “Eating Animals”  

Recommended: David Foster Wallace, “Consider the Lobster” 

Reflection 1 Due: 9/19 

Week 3: What Matters, pt. 2: Living Things 

9/20 – Albert Schweitzer, Philosophy of Civilization (selections)  

9/22 – Bassham, Environmental Ethics, Ch. 4, “Biocentrism” 

9/23 – Clare Palmer, “Living Individuals: Biocentrism in Environmental Ethics” 

Reflection 2 Due: 9/26 

Week 4:  What Matters, pt. 3: The Ecosystem 

9/27 – Bassham, Environmental Ethics, Ch. 5, “Ecocentrism” 

J. Baird Callicot, “How Ecological Collectives Are Morally Considerable”

9/29 – Aldo Leopold, A Sand County Almanac, “The Land Ethic” 

9/30 – Winona LaDuke, “Klamath Land and Life” 

Week 5: Central Problems, pt. 1: Preserving Wilderness 

10/4 – Bassham, Environmental Ethics, Ch. 11, “Wilderness Preservation” 

10/6 – Philip Cafaro, “Valuing Wild Nature”  

10/7 – LaDuke, “Wild Rice” 

Robin Wall Kimmerer, “The Gift of Strawberries” 

Paper 1 Due: 10/10  

Week 6: Central Problems, pt. 2: Population and Consumption 

10/11 – No Class (Indigenous People’s Day) 



 

10/13 – Elizabeth Cripps, “Population and Environment: The Impossible, The 
   Impermissible, and the Imperative” 

10/14 – Bassham, Environmental Ethics, Ch. 9, “Population and Consumption” 

Week 7: Central Problems, pt. 3: Climate Change 

10/18 – Andrew Szasz, “Is Green Consumption Part of the Solution?” 

10/20 – Bassham, Environmental Ethics, Ch. 13, “Climate Change” 

Henry Shue, “Mitigation: The First Imperative of Environmental Ethics” 

10/21 – Clare Heyward, “Ethics and Climate Adaptation” 

Reflection 3 Due: 10/24 

Week 8: Central Problems, pt. 4: Emerging Technologies 

10/25 – Marion Hourdequin, “The Ethics of Ecosystem Management” 

10/27 – Stephen M Gardiner, “Geoengineering: Ethical Questions for Deliberate Social 
   Manipulators” 

Ben A. Minteer, “Environmental Ethics, Sustainability Science, and the Recovery of 
   Pragmatism” 

10/28 – Closing Discussion of “Basic Problems” unit 

Week 9: Horizons, pt. 1: Environmental Justice 

11/1 – Dorceta Taylor, “Toxic Exposure”  

11/3 – Taylor, “Market Dynamics” 

11/4 – Carl A. Zimring, “Out of Waste into Whiteness” 

Paper 2 Due: 11/7  

Week 10: Horizons, pt. 1: Environmental Justice (cont.) 

11/8 – Zimring, “‘We Are Tired of Being at the Bottom’” 

11/10 – Dina Gilio-Whitaker, “Environmental Justice Theory” 

11/11 – No Class (Veterans Day)  



 

Week 11: Horizons, pt. 2: Indigenous Perspectives 

11/15 –Gilio-Whitaker, “(Not So) Strange Bedfellows”  

11/17 – Gilio-Whitaker, “Sacred Sites and Environmental Justice”  

11/18 – Brian Burkhardt, “What Black Elk and Iktomi Can Teach Us About Locality” 

Reflection 4 Due: 11/21 

Week 12: Horizons, pt. 2: Indigenous Perspectives (cont.) 

11/22 – La Duke, “Food as Medicine”  

11/24 – No Class (Thanksgiving Break) 

11/25 – No Class (Thanksgiving Break) 

Week 13: Horizons, pt. 3: Environmental Political Theory 

11/29 – John M. Meyer, “Sacrifice and the Possibility of Environmental Action” 

12/1 – Avner de Shalit, “From Environmental Ethics to Environmental Action” 

12/2 – Elizabeth Ellis, “Democracy as a Constraint and Possibility for Environmental 
Action” 

Week 14: Horizons, pt. 3: Environmental Political Theory (cont.) 

12/6 – John Barry, “Citizenship and (Un)Sustainability: A Green Republican Perspective” 

12/8 – LaDuke, “Recovering Power to Slow Climate Change” 

Reflection 5 Due: 12/12 



 

PHIL/POLS 2325 
ANCIENT PHILOSOPHY AND POLITICAL THOUGHT 

COURSE INFORMATION 

Class Meetings: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday (1:35-2:40); Hastings Suite 119 

Instructor: Getty L. Lustila, Department of Philosophy and Religion 
Ph.D., Boston University, 2019 
gettylustila@gmail.com 
https://gettylustila.com/  

Office Hours: Monday, Thursday (11:00-12:00); 420S Renaissance Park (Humanities Center) 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  

Community, Friendship, Love, Justice – we perk up when we hear these words since they pick out a few of 
our core values as human beings. These values have a history: one that begins over 6000 years ago, in 
the Mediterranean, with the Egyptians, Persians, Greeks, and others. In this course, we will examine 
the Greek civilization and focus primarily on the classical period of Greece, which covers 510 BCE - 323 
BCE. We witness the birth of philosophy and democratic political thought as we know it today.   

The majority of this course is dedicated to Plato’s Republic (376 BCE) and Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics 
and Politics (~340 BCE). In these writings, we are met with some of the earliest attempts to make sense 
of the ideas of community, friendship, love, and justice. Additionally, we touch on the roots of Greek 
philosophy and political thought (e.g. Homer, Hesiod, Solon) and discuss later developments in the 
Hellenistic period (322-31 BCE), including Epicureanism and Stoicism. By the end of this course you 
better understand a chief source of our thinking about philosophy and politics. You will also appreciate 
what it means to live reflectively with our values – to ensure they represent the best of who we are.  

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

 The primary objectives of the course are to: 

• Familiarize you with one of the important periods in the history of philosophy and politics.
• Refine your ability to read and analyze texts.
• Develop your skills as a writer – learning to produce clear, coherent prose and craft well- 

structured arguments.
• Develop your skills as a communicator – learning to receive feedback on your ideas and

writing from your peers and to give helpful feedback to others.
• Spark your natural curiosity for philosophical ideas and questions.



 

REQUIRED TEXTS 

• Plato, The Republic, translated by C.D.C Reeve (Hackett Publishing, 2004)
• Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, translated by C.D.C Reeve (Hackett Publishing, 2014)	
• Recommended: Aristotle, Politics, translated by C.D.C Reeve (Hackett Publishing, 2017)	

ASSIGNMENTS 

1. Papers (2) – 30% of your final grade

• Instructions for each paper on canvas.
• Each paper will be 1000 words.
• You will be assessed primarily on the structure and clarity of your paper. You will be

assessed secondarily on how well you have engaged with the source material. Before
finalizing your paper ask yourself: “have I answered the question(s) in the prompt?”, “does
my paper exhibit a clear, line of thought?”, “do I make proper use of paragraph structure
to advance this line of thought?”, “have I read my paper aloud to see whether it flows?”,
“do I accurately characterize the views conveyed in the source material?”, and “does my
discussion of this material show that I have engaged with it?”

2. Personal Reflections (5) – 25% of your final grade

• Instructions for each reflection on canvas.
• Each reflection will be 750 words.
• You will be assessed primarily on completion. You will be assessed secondarily on the

structure and clarity of your reflection. Before finalizing your reflection ask yourself: “have
I answered the question(s) in the prompt?”, “does my reflection exhibit a clear, line of
thought?”, “do I make proper use of paragraph structure to advance this line of thought?”,
and “have I read my reflection aloud to see whether it flows?”

3. Living Virtuously Project – 25% of your final grade

• Beginning of Week Reflection – (5% of project grade)
• Virtue Diary – (10% of project grade)
• End of Week Reflection – (10% of project grade)	
• More extensive directions will be given in class	

4. Participation – 15% of your final grade	

How does one participate? There’s the normal way of course – asking questions in class,
engaging with others productively when in groups, bringing to class any requested materials
(e.g. if we have a workshop day, you will be expected to bring a complete rough draft of your
essay or reflection to class). Philosophy works best with your participation since the aim is not



 

for me to deliver content to you (though I will assist you in helping to understand the readings) 
but to engage with you in conversation about the topics of the readings. 

Your participation grade will be mostly determined by the discussion board. The 
expectation is that you post 4x a week on the discussion board. Each week has a discussion 
post associated with it. In this post, you will find the reading questions for that particular week 
posted at the top. You are not expected to complete these questions - the questions are 
there to a) help guide your reading and to b) test your comprehension of the material. If you 
find that after reading the text, browsing the board, and coming to class that you still cannot 
answer these questions this is a good sign you should reach out to me (you can reach out 
to me anytime during this process - I'm noting that the questions can be useful for self-testing). 

I open posts one week in advance (for example, on the first day of class, both Week 1 and 
Week 2 will be open) and close them on Saturday at midnight. So, to count for credit, your 
posts must be completed before that time. An original post or a reply to one of your 
classmates, equally count for one of your weekly posts. This is an opportunity for you to engage 
and get to know one another outside class. Since there is not always the space for community-
building in class: treat the board as an extension of the work we do in class. 

No posts are due on Week 1 or Week 12: there are still reading questions for Week 1 so 
make sure to look there and feel free to engage with one another about the Homer, Hesoid, 
and Solon selections - it just isn't expected. 

5. Attendance – 5% of your final grade	

You are allowed two unexcused absences ("unexcused" is defined as you not having emailed
me prior to the start of class - exceptions to this rule are made in the case of emergencies).
For every unexcused absence after this second you sacrifice 1/4 of your attendance grade. When
it comes to having to miss class for any reason (job interview, work conflict, or even feeling
bogged down) just shoot me an email before class and all is good. Communication is key:
it's important for me to know where you're all at so I can know how to best help you learn.

Grade Scale 

• A (93-100)	
• A- (90-92)	
• B+ (87-89)	
• B (83-86)	
• B- (80-82)	
• C+ (77-79)	
• C (76-73)	
• C- (72-70)	



 

• D+  (69-67)	
• D (66-63)	
• D- (62-60)	
• F (59-below)	

EXPECTATIONS 

What you can expect from me: 

• I will grade any and all assignments within 10 days of them being turned in.
• I will respond to any and all emails within 48 hours.
• I will hold office hours as scheduled. If you are unable to attend office hours, you are more

than welcome (even encouraged) to set up another time for us to meet.
• I will shift the class schedule as deemed necessary for your learning. If we need extra time on a

topic or you’re collectively interested in pursuing a topic further, I will make any necessary
changes to the schedule. These changes will be communicated via email.

• I will engage with you – in writing and in person – in a thoughtful manner. As I see it, this
thoughtfulness has two components. I will be respectful of your ideas, and also dedicated to
your improvement as a thinker and writer. At times, this dedication will require me to be
critical in my feedback, which is a sign that I take you seriously.

• I will be understanding and empathetic regarding any challenges that you face, either in
this class or in your personal lives (to the extent that they bear on your ability to turn work in
on time, keep focus, maintain motivation, etc.).

What I can expect from you: 

• You will attend each class, or notify me of your absence prior to class
• You will attend class having read and being prepared to discuss the material for that day. My

advice is that you a) complete the reading twice and b) make a note of 2-3 questions and 2-3
comments you have. This exercise will cement your understanding of the material and give
you a sense of which points you found interesting and/or confusing. Points of interest and/or
confusion are the perfect material for discussion.

• You will complete your work on time or notify me of your inability to do so.
• You will engage with me and your classmates in a thoughtful manner. Show the same

dedication to others (and to yourself) that I do to you. For this semester, for three hours a
week, you and your classmates are on a journey. The journey will not always be easy, and we
will all meet obstacles along the way. Lift each other up.

• You will not give up on yourself. At times, the readings and the assignments will be difficult.
If you feel like you are slipping or things have stopped making sense, reach out. There is nothing
honorable about suffering in silence. I am here to help with anything you may require along
your journey, but you must always keep pushing.



 

• You will stay curious and work to improve. We have a lot to learn from each other and from
the material that we will be discussing throughout the class. If you work to maintain your sense
of curiosity and desire to improve throughout the course, you will come out of this experience
as a better writer and a clearer thinker.

CLASS SCHEDULE 

Week 1: The Human Condition 

9/8 – Introduction 

9/9 – Selections from Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey 

Week 2: Greek Identity	

9/13 – Selections from Hesiod’s Works and Days 

9/15 – The poetry of Sappho, Archilochus, and Solon  

9/16 – Selections from Herodotus’ Histories 

Reflection 1 Due: 9/19 

Week 3: The Golden Age of Athens 

9/20 – Selections from Thucydides’ History of the Peloponnesian War  

9/22 – Selection from Plato’s Protagoras; Gorgias’ Encomium of Helen 

9/23 – Selections from the Dissoi Logoi 

Reflection 2 Due: 9/26 

Week 4:  The Birth of Philosophy 

9/27 – Plato’s Apology  

9/29 – Plato’s Laches   

9/30 – Selection from Plato’s Meno 

Week 5:  Justice and Happiness 

10/4 – Plato’s Republic I, to 350d  

10/6 – Finish Republic I; Republic II, to 368c 



 

10/7 – Republic II, 368c-375d 

Week 6: Moral Education in the Virtuous City 

10/11 – No Class (Indigenous People’s Day) 

10/13 – Republic II, 375e-end; Republic III, to 392c, 400c-403c, 412-end 

10/14 – Republic IV, up to 423b; 427e-end  

Reflection 3 Due: 10/10  

Week 7: The Tragedy of Vice 

10/18 – Republic VIII 

10/20 – Republic IX, up to 580c 

10/21 – Closing Discussion of Plato 

Paper 1 Due: 10/24 

Week 8: Pursuing Excellence 

10/25 – Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics I.4-5, 7-9, 13 

10/27 – Nicomachean Ethics II.1-6  

10/28 – Nicomachean Ethics II.7-end  

Week 9: The Table of Virtues 

11/1 – Nicomachean Ethics III.6-end 

11/3 – Nicomachean Ethics IV  

11/4 – Continued discussion of Nicomachean Ethics IV; Theophrastus’ Characters  

Reflection 4 Due: 11/7  

Week 10: The Science of Politics 

11/8 – Nicomachean Ethics X.9; Aristotle’s Politics I.1-2, III.1-5 

11/10 – Politics III.8-13; V.1-4 

11/11 – No Class (Veterans Day)  



 

Week 11: Attaining the Best Regime 

11/15 – Politics IV.9, 11-12 

11/17 – Politics VII.1-4, 8-9, 13-15 

11/18 – Politics I.3-7, 13 

Living Virtuously Project Due: 11/21 

Week 12: The Hellenistic Period  

11/22 – Closing Discussion of Aristotle   

11/24 – No Class (Thanksgiving Break) 

11/25 – No Class (Thanksgiving Break) 

Week 13: Turning away from Politics? 

11/29 – Epicurus, “Letter to Menoeceus” 

12/1 – Epicurus, “Principal Doctrines” 

12/2 – Epictetus, Enchiridion 

Reflection 5 Due: 12/5  

Week 14: Turning away from Politics? 

12/6 – Enchiridion (cont.) 

12/8 – Closing Discussion 

Paper 2 Due: 12/12  



 

 

 

PHIL 150 
Society, Technology, Disability 

 
COURSE INFORMATION  

 
Class Meeting: Tuesday, Thursday (9:30-11:00); 314 CAS 

Instructor: Professor Lustila, Department of Philosophy (glustila@bu.edu) 

Office Hours: 12:00-2:00; 448 Mugar Library 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

In this course, we examine the intersection of biomedical technology and ethics by exploring one of 
the most fundamental philosophical questions: “what is human nature?” Our investigation will lead 
us to consider our concepts of disability and enhancement. A few of the questions we will tackle are: 
“what is a disability?” “are disabled individuals necessarily disadvantaged?” “should we use biomedical 
technology to ‘select against’ traits associated with disability?” “can we use biomedical technology to 
make ourselves better, morally or otherwise?” “should we use biomedical technology to reinforce our 
commitments to our loved ones?” Given the growth and expansion of biomedical technologies over 
the last 20-30 years, these questions have become increasingly salient for medical professionals, lawyers, 
philosophers, prospective parents, and everyone alike. Let’s see where the road takes us. 

 
COURSE OBJECTIVES  

 
The primary objects of the course are to 

 
• Refine your ability to carefully read and analyze texts. 
• Develop your skills as a writer – learn to produce clear prose and craft well-structured 

arguments. 
• Develop your skills as a communicator – learn to receive feedback on your ideas and writing 

from your peers and to give helpful feedback to others. 
• Spark your natural curiosity for philosophical ideas and questions. 

 
TEXTS  

 
All course material will be available via Blackboard. 



 

 

 

ASSIGNMENTS 
 

1. 3 essays (see schedule below for due dates). – 60% of your final grade. 
 

 

• These essays will be argumentative: you will receive a question related to the particular 
subtopic. Using what you’ve learned from the readings on this topic, our discussions, and 
your reflection assignments, you will develop and defend an argument. 

 

• For example, if we are discussing whether we have a duty to end a pregnancy that will 
likely result in the birth of a disabled child, you might argue that we are not obligated to 
end the pregnancy, but only if we are in a position to financially support this child or can 
reasonably expect to receive this support from other sources.    

 

• An example of how such an essay may be structured is as follows: introduction – where 
you make clear the topic of the essay, your position, the reasons that you think justify 
your position, an objection that someone might make to your position, how you 
plan to respond, and the significance of your argument (i.e., what follows if you’re 
right). The following paragraphs of the essay would then spell out each of these five 
elements of the essay – from your position to its significance).   

 

• We will discuss essay writing in more detail when the time comes to do so. 
 

• Each of these essays will be 1200 words.  
 

2. 3 reflections see schedule below for due dates). – 30% of your final grade. 
 

 

• These reflections will be interpretive: you will receive a question related to a certain part 
of one reading (e.g. why does Barnes think that the argument from adapted preferences 
fails for most disabled people? What is her argument? What are the consequences of 
Barnes’ argument, if true? Your aim here is to get the reader to understand why Barnes 
holds the position she does in this instance. The question of whether Barnes is justified 
holding this position is a different question altogether and belongs in your essays.   

 

• The aim of these reflections is to serve as scaffolding for your essays. Before we can 
construct well-informed arguments, it’s important to be acquainted with what others have 
said about the topic. By writing these reflections, you will develop the necessary skills to 
write essays that represent your considered thoughts on a topic.  

 

• The structure of your reflections will differ based on the question that you receive. Due 
to the length of these reflections, most will have a 2-3 paragraph structure, though we will 
discuss the writing of reflections in more detail when the time comes to do so. 

 

• Each of these reflections will be 500 words.  
 

3. Participation & Attendance – 10% of your final grade 
 

• 5% of your grade will be based purely on attendance.  

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

• You are free to miss one week of class without harm to your grade. If you miss a fourth 
time, you will lose 1% of your final grade; if you miss a fifth time, you will lose 2% of your 
grade; if you miss a sixth time, you will lose 3% of your grade, etc. The maximum you can 
lose on the basis of your attendance is 5%. That said, if you were to miss 8 days of class it 
would also have an impact on your participation grade.  

 

• 5% of your grade will be based purely on participation.  
 

• How does one participate? There’s the normal way of course – asking questions in class, 
engage with others productively when in groups, bring to class any requested materials 
(e.g. if we have a workshop day, you will be expected to bring a complete rough draft of 
your essay or reflection to class). Philosophy, unlike other disciplines like chemistry or 
biology, flourish with your participation. The aim is not for me to deliver content to you 
(though I will certainly assist you in helping to understand the readings) but to engage with 
you in conversation about the topics of the readings.  

 

• Many of you may not feel comfortable participating. There will be other options for people 
to gain their participation grade. The chief one of which is sending me questions about the 
reading. If you feel like were unable to participate well a particular week, you can send me 
2 questions & 2 comments about the reading for that week. I will respond to every 
question, so you may also wish to use this medium to seek clarification on an issue or delve 
further into issues that we didn’t get to cover in class.  

 

 

EXPECTATIONS  

What you can expect from me: 

• I will upload any course readings at least a week prior to when they will be covered in 
class – you can expect the same when it comes to the reflection and essay topics.  

 

• I will grade any and all assignments within 10 days of them being turned in. 
 

• I will respond to any and all emails within 48 hours.  
 
 

• I will shift the class schedule as deemed necessary for your learning. If we need extra time 
on a topic or you’re collectively interested in pursuing a topic further, I will make any 
necessary changes to the schedule. These changes will be communicated via email. 

 
 

• I will begin each class by writing down 2-3 questions on the board to help frame our 
discussions. These questions will be circulated in advance (at the end of the prior 
class) so that you can keep them in mind when you’re completing the reading. 

 

• I will engage with you – in writing and in person – in a thoughtful manner. As I see it, 
this thoughtfulness has two components. I will be respectful of your ideas, and also 
dedicated to your improvement as a thinker and writer. At times, this dedication will 
require me to be critical in my feedback, which is I sign that I take you seriously.  

 

 
 



 

 

 

• I will be understanding and empathetic regarding any challenges that you face, either 
in this class or in your personal lives (to the extent that they bear on your ability to turn 
work in on time, keep focus, maintain motivation, etc.).  

 

What I can expect from you: 

• You will attend each class, or notify me of your absence prior to class 
 

• You will attend class having read and being prepared to discuss the material for that day. 
My advice is that you a) complete the reading twice and b) make a note of 2-3 questions 
and 2-3 comments you have. This exercise will cement your understanding of the material 
and give you a sense of which points you found interesting and/or confusing. Points of 
interest and/or confusion are the perfect material for discussion. 

 

• You will complete your work on time or notify me of your inability to do so.  
 

• You will engage with me and your classmates in a thoughtful manner. Show the same 
dedication to others (and to yourself) that I do to you. For this semester, for three hours 
a week, you and your classmates are on a bit of a journey. The journey will not always be 
easy, and we will all meet obstacles along the way. Lift each other up.  

 
• You will not give up on yourself. At times, the readings and the assignments will be 

difficult. If you feel like you are slipping or things have stopped making sense, reach out. 
There is nothing honorable about suffering in silence. I am here to help with anything you 
may require along your journey, but you must always keep pushing.   

 
• You will stay curious and work to improve. We have a lot to learn from each other and 

from the material that we will be discussing throughout the class. If you work to maintain 
your sense of curiosity and desire to improve throughout the course, you will come out of 
this experience as a better writer and a clearer thinker.  

 
CLASS SCHEDULE 

 

 

Part 1: Disability: The Limits of Human Nature? 
 

Week 1 What is a Disability?  • Introduction (No readings) 

 Case Studies  • Invisibilia, Batman: 
http://www.npr.org/podcasts/510307/invisibilia 

 
• Eva Kittay, “The Personal is Political” 

 

Week 2 Theories of 
Disability 

• Boorse, “Disability and Medical Theory” 
 
• Verbrugge & Jette “The Disablement Process”  

 
 



 

 

 

 (cont.) • Kahane and Savulescu, “The Welfarist Account of 
Disability” 

 

 
 
 

Week 3 (cont.) • Anastasiou, “The Social Model of Disability” 
 

 

• Terzi, “The Social Model of Disability: A 
Philosophical Critique”  

 

 (cont.) • Beaudry, “Beyond (Models of) Disability?” 

Week 4 Rethinking Disability  • Barnes, “Constructing Disability” 

 (cont.) • (cont.) 

Week 5 Is Disability Bad?  • Barnes, “Bad Difference and Mere Difference” 

 (cont.) • Barnes, “Value Neutral Model” 

Week 6 Who Decides?  • Fricker, “Testimonial Injustice” 

 (cont.) • Fricker, “Prejudice in the Credibility Economy” 

Week 7 Valuing Disability? • Barnes, “Taking Their Words for It” 
 
• Stublefield, “Living a Good Life…in Adult Sized 

Diapers”  
 

 (cont.) • Barnes, “Causing Disability”  
 
• Kittay and Kittay, “On the Expressivity and 

Ethics of Selective Abortion for Disability” 
 

• S.E. Smith, “Lives Worth Living: Disability, 
Abortion and Slipshod Ethics  

 
Week 8 Wrapping up Disability • Barnes, “Disability Pride”  

  • No Reading 



 

 

 

Part 2: Genetic Enhancement: The Scope of Human Nature? 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Week 9 What is 
Enhancement? 

• No Reading 

 (cont.) • Giubilini & Sanyal, “Ethics of Human 
Enhancement”  

Week 10 Views on 
Enhancement 

• Bostrom, “Human Genetic Enhancements: A 
Transhumanist Perspective” 

 
• Parens, “The Goodness of Fragility” 

 
 (cont.) • Kamm, “Is There a Problem With Enhancement?” 

 

Week 11 Enhancement and 
Freedom 

• Levy, “The Presumption Against Direct 
Manipulation”  
 

 (cont.) • Harris, “The God Machine, the God Delusion, 
and the Death of Liberty” 

Week 12 Enhancement and 
Morality 

• Savulescu, Ingmar, Persson, “The Perils of 
Cognitive Enhancement”  

 
 (cont.) • Harris, “‘Ethics is for the Bad Guys’” 

 
• Harris, “Molecules and Morality” 

Week 13 Enhancement and 
the Future of Love 

• Earp and Savulescu, Love Drugs 

 (cont.) • (cont.) 

Week 15 (cont.) • (cont.) 

 (cont.) • (cont.) 



PHIL 1101: 
INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY 

COURSE INFORMATION 

Class Meetings: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday (4:35-5:40); 237 Forsyth Building 

Instructor: Getty L. Lustila, Department of Philosophy and Religion 
       Ph.D., Boston University, 2019 
       gettylustila@gmail.com 
       https://gettylustila.com/ 

Office Hours: TBA 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

In this course we will take a hero’s journey through a number of central philosophical topics, including 

Personal Identity – “Am I the same person over the course of my life?” 
 

Self-Knowledge – Is it easier to know myself than to know other people?” 
 

Ontology – “What is it to be a certain “kind” of person?” 
 

Practical Reason – “How can I make good decisions in conditions of uncertainty?”  
 

Happiness – “How can I be happy, given that I can’t control everything that happens to me?” 

The structure of the course will mirror that of a conversation. Each subsequent topic will build on the 
last, allowing us to see both a) how previously gained insights bear on new questions and b) how later 
discussions cast light on what was said before. The result of this conversation will be a deepened 
appreciation of the beauty and complexity of the world and the power of our own curiosity.  

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

The primary objectives of the course are to 
 

• Give you familiarity with one of the most important periods in philosophical history.
• Refine your ability to carefully read and analyze texts.
• Develop your skills as a writer – learning to produce clear, coherent prose and craft well-

structured arguments.
• Develop your skills as a communicator – learning to receive feedback on your ideas and

writing from your peers and to give helpful feedback to others.
• Spark your natural curiosity for philosophical ideas and questions.



 

REQUIRED TEXTS 

• All readings are available through our course website.

• If you click on the “readings” folder in the “content” folder, you will notice 14 folders, each
one of which corresponds to a week that our class is in session. Any other information
pertaining to the readings or assignments for that week will also be posted there. You will be
updated to about any changes to the content or schedule by me via email.

ASSIGNMENTS 

1. 3 essays (see schedule below for due dates). – 60% of your final grade.

• Each of these essays will cover a particular sub-unit in the class. The first essay will
concern personal identity & self-knowledge; the second, decision-making &
authenticity; the third, attachment & happiness.

• These essays will be argumentative: you will receive a question related to the particular
subtopic. Using what you’ve learned from the readings on this topic, our discussions,
and your reflection assignments, you will develop and defend an argument.

• For example, if we are discussing personal identity & self-knowledge you might argue
that because there is no such thing as a “self” (i.e., that we have no “personal identity”
over time), there is no way that we can “know ourselves” in any meaningful sense.

• An example of how such an essay may be structured is as follows: introduction – where
you make clear the topic of the essay, your position, the reasons that you think
justify your position, an objection that someone might make to your position,
how you plan to respond, and the significance of your argument (i.e., what follows
if you’re right). The following paragraphs of the essay would then spell out each of
these five elements of the essay – from your position to its significance).

• We will discuss essay writing in more detail when the time comes to do so.

• Each of these essays will be 1200 words.

2. 6 reflections see schedule below for due dates). – 30% of your final grade.

• Like the essays, each reflection will cover a particular sub-until of the class.

• These reflections will be interpretive: you will receive a question related to a certain
part of one reading (e.g. what does Callard see as the central problem of “self-creation”?
Why, for her can we not “create ourselves” in the manner we typically think we can).
Your aim here is to get the reader to understand why Callard holds the position she
does in this instance. The question of whether Callard is justified holding this position
is a different question altogether and belongs in your essays.

• The aim of these reflections is to serve as scaffolding for your essays. Before we can
construct well-informed arguments, it’s important to be acquainted with what others
have said about the topic. By writing these reflections, you will develop the necessary
skills to write essays that represent your considered thoughts on a topic.



 

• The structure of your reflections will differ based on the question that you receive. Due
to the length of these reflections, most will have a 2-3 paragraph structure, though we
will discuss the writing of reflections in more detail when the time comes to do so.

• Each of these reflections will be 500 words.

3. Participation & Attendance – 10% of your final grade
 

• 5% of your grade will be based purely on attendance.

• You are free to miss one week of class without harm to your grade. If you miss a fourth
time, you will lose 1% of your final grade; if you miss a fifth time, you will lose 2% of
your grade; if you miss a sixth time, you will lose 3% of your grade, etc. The maximum
you can lose on the basis of your attendance is 5%. That said, if you were to miss 8 days
of class it would also have an impact on your participation grade.

• 5% of your grade will be based purely on participation.

• How does one participate? There’s the normal way of course – asking questions in class,
engage with others productively when in groups, bring to class any requested materials
(e.g. if we have a workshop day, you will be expected to bring a complete rough draft
of your essay or reflection to class). Philosophy, unlike other disciplines like chemistry
or biology, flourish with your participation. The aim is not for me to deliver content to
you (though I will certainly assist you in helping to understand the readings) but to
engage with you in conversation about the topics of the readings.

• Many of you may not feel comfortable participating. There will be other options for
people to gain their participation grade. The chief one of which is sending me questions
about the reading. If you feel like were unable to participate well a particular week, you
can send me 2 questions & 2 comments about the reading for that week. I will
respond to every question, so you may also wish to use this medium to seek clarification
on an issue or delve further into issues that we didn’t get to cover in class.

4. Grade Scale

• A 93-100
• A- 90-92
• B+ 88-89
• B 83-87
• B- 80-82
• C+ 78-79
• C 73-77
• C- 70-72
• D+ 68-69
• D 63-67
• D- 60-62
• F 0-59



 

EXPECTATIONS 

What you can expect from me: 

• I will upload any course readings at least a week prior to when they will be covered in
class – you can expect the same when it comes to the reflection and essay topics.

• I will grade any and all assignments within 7 days of them being turned in.

• I will respond to any and all emails within 24 hours.

• I will hold office hours as scheduled. If you are unable to attend office hours, you are
more than welcome (even encouraged) to set up another time for us to meet.

• I will shift the class schedule as deemed necessary for your learning. If we need extra time
on a topic or you’re collectively interested in pursuing a topic further, I will make any
necessary changes to the schedule. These changes will be communicated via email.

• I will begin each class by writing down 2-3 questions on the board to help frame our
discussions. These questions will be circulated in advance (at the end of the prior
class) so that you can keep them in mind when you’re completing the reading.

• I will engage with you – in writing and in person – in a thoughtful manner. As I see
it, this thoughtfulness has two components. I will be respectful of your ideas, and also
dedicated to your improvement as a thinker and writer. At times, this dedication will
require me to be critical in my feedback, which is I sign that I take you seriously.

• I will be understanding and empathetic regarding any challenges that you face, either
in this class or in your personal lives (to the extent that they bear on your ability to turn
work in on time, keep focus, maintain motivation, etc.).

What I can expect from you: 

• You will attend each class, or notify me of your absence prior to class

• You will attend class having read and being prepared to discuss the material for that
day. My advice is that you a) complete the reading twice and b) make a note of 2-3
questions and 2-3 comments you have. This exercise will cement your understanding
of the material and give you a sense of which points you found interesting and/or
confusing. Points of interest and/or confusion are the perfect material for discussion.

• You will complete your work on time or notify me of your inability to do so.

• You will engage with me and your classmates in a thoughtful manner. Show the same
dedication to others (and to yourself) that I do to you. For this semester, for three hours
a week, you and your classmates are on a bit of a journey. The journey will not always
be easy, and we will all meet obstacles along the way. Lift each other up.

• You will not give up on yourself. At times, the readings and the assignments will be
difficult. If you feel like you are slipping or things have stopped making sense, reach out.



 

There is nothing honorable about suffering in silence. I am here to help with anything 
you may require along your journey, but you must always keep pushing.   

• You will stay curious and work to improve. We have a lot to learn from each other
and from the material that we will be discussing throughout the class. If you work to
maintain your sense of curiosity and desire to improve throughout the course, you will
come out of this experience as a better writer and a clearer thinker.

CLASS SCHEDULE (this schedule is subject to change as deemed necessary) 

Week 1: What is Philosophy? 

9/9 – Introduction 

9/10 – Derek Parfit, “Divided Minds and the Nature of Persons” 

Week 2: Personal Identity 

9/14 – Unknown, “Katha Upanishad” 

9/16 – Buddha, “Mahili Sutta: About Mahili” 

9/17 – V.F. Cordova, “What is it to Be Human?” 
(Reflection 1 Due: 9/19) 

Week 3: Self-Knowledge 

9/21 – Madeline de Scudéry, “Of the Knowledge of Others, And of Our Selves” 

9/23 – Joseph Butler, “Upon Self-Deceit” & “Upon the Character of Balaam” 

9/24 – Continued Discussion of Scudéry and Butler 
(Reflection 2 Due: 9/26) 

Week 4: Knowledge 

9/28 – Al-Gazali, Path of Sufism and Deliverance from Error 

9/30 – David Hume, “The Sceptic”   

10/1 – Continued Discussion of Hume; Discussion of Essay 
(Essay 1 Due: 10/3) 

Week 5: Reality 

10/5 – Parmenides, “On Nature”  

10/7 – Zhuangzi, “Discussion on Making things Equal” 

10/8 – V.F. Cordova, “What is the World?”    



 

Week 6: Decision-Making 

10/12 – No Class 

10/14 – L.A. Paul, “Becoming a Vampire” & “Transformative Choice” 

10/15 – Continued Discussion of Paul  

Week 7: Authenticity 

10/19 – L.A. Paul, “Shock of the New”; Jean-Paul Sartre, “Existentialism is a Humanism” 

10/21 – Agnes Callard, “Proleptic Reasons,” 

10/22 – Continued Discussion of Paul and Callard  
(Reflection 3 Due: 10/24) 

Week 8: Self-Determination 

10/26 – Agnes Callard, “The Problem of Self-Creation” 

10/28 – Agnes Callard, “Self-Creation and Responsibility” 

10/29 – Continued Discussion of Callard 
(Reflection 4 Due: 10/31) 

Week 9: Social Identity 

11/2 – Rebecca Mason, “The Metaphysics of Social Kinds” 

11/4 – Ian Hacking, “Making Up People: Moving Targets”  

11/5 – Continued Discussion of Hacking; Discussion of Essay 
(Essay 2 Due: 11/7) 

Week 10: Race and Gender 

11/9 – Sally Haslanger, “Gender and Race: (What) Are They? (What) Do We Want Them to 
Be?” 

11/11 – No Class 

11/12 – Elizabeth Barnes, “Constructing Disability” (2016) 

Week 11: Epistemic Injustice 

11/16 – Miranda Fricker, “Prejudice in the Credibility Economy”   

11/18 – Talia Bettcher, “Trans Identities and First-Person Authority” 



 

11/19 – Continued discussion of Fricker and Bettcher  

Week 12: Humility 

11/23 – Maria Lugones, “Playfulness, World-Traveling and the Nature of Persons” 

11/25 – No Class 

11/26 – No Class  
(Reflection 5 Due: 11/28) 

Week 13: The Good Life 

11/30 – V.F. Cordova, “What is the Role of a Human in the World?” 

12/2 – Jonathan Lear, “Ethics at the Horizon”   

12/3 – M.M. Agrawal, “Morals and the Value of Human Life” 
(Reflection 6 Due: 12/5) 

Week 14: Closing Thoughts 

12/7 – Puett & Gross-Loh, “Zhuangzi and a World of Transformation”  

12/9 – Final Discussion (Final Essay Due: 12/11) 
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